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RETIRED TUSKEGEE AIRMAN TO SPEAK AT UD
ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES WITH DISCRIMINATION

DAYTON, Ohio -Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Charles I. Williams has faced
discrimination ranging from slurs by penniless bums when he was a young man to incarceration
for entering a white Officers' Club as a black officer of the United States Army Air Corps.
Williams will be speaking at the University of Dayton about his life and experiences as a
member of the all-black Army Air Corps pilot group, the Tuskegee Airmen, at 7 p .m .
Wednesday, March 25, in the UD Kennedy Union Ballroom. The free presentation is open to
the public.
As part of an experimental program launched by congressional order in 1941, AfricanAmerican men who wanted to volunteer as pilots in World War II were trained at the Tuskegee
Institute at the Tuskegee Army Air Field in Alabama. The graduates of the program are known
as the Tuskegee Airmen.
Williams, an Ohio native, was studying aeronautical engineering at UCLA when he
volunteered for the project. In his address, the 81-year-old will speak of the racism and
discrimination he experienced on his journey from Ohio to California and in the Armed Forces.
He will also recount his meetings with well-known individuals including Colin Powell and Jackie
Robinson, a UCLA teammate.
The event is sponsored by the Association of the United States Army, a non-profit
campus organization. "I wanted students to understand there is a long history of contributions
by blacks in the military," said Capt. Terrance Sanders, the assistant professor of military
science who is organizing the event.
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For more information on the event, call Capt. Terrance Sanders at (937) 229-3326
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